
 

 

 

 

 

Health and Technical Standards Form 

All candidates and students must meet certain health and technical standards to be admitted and to 
participate in the pharmacy education program of SCP. Because the doctor of pharmacy degree signifies 
that the holder is an individual prepared to sit for the North American Pharmacist Licensure Examination 
and for entry into the practice of pharmacy as a generalist, it follows that the graduates must have the 
requisite knowledge and skills to function in a broad variety of clinical situations and be able to provide a 
wide spectrum of patient care. This requires the development of broad knowledge, skills, behaviors, 
ongoing self-directed learning, and the ability to deliver competent pharmaceutical care within a reasonable 
time frame and within the context of the legal and ethical framework of the profession.  A candidate for the 
doctor of pharmacy degree must have abilities and skills in five areas: observation; communication; motor; 
intellectual, conceptual, integrative and quantitative; and behavioral and social. Reasonable 
accommodations will be made as required by law, however, the candidate must be able to meet all technical 
standards with or without reasonable accommodation. The use of a trained intermediary means that a 
candidate's judgment must be mediated by someone else's power of selection and observation.  Therefore, 
assistance from trained intermediaries in meeting these technical standards may eliminate an essential 
element of the program and is not a reasonable accommodation.  The College of Pharmacy will work with 
the candidate to determine whether reasonable accommodations are available. 

The following technical standards describe the essential functions candidates and students must possess 
and demonstrate in order to fulfill the requirements of a general pharmacy education, and thus, are 
prerequisites for admission, progression, and graduation from the College of Pharmacy. 

1. Observation: The candidate must be able to observe demonstrations and experiments in the basic and 

pharmaceutical sciences and practice-based activities including, but not limited to, medical illustrations and 

models, microbiologic cultures and microscopic studies of microorganisms, and tissues in normal and 

pathologic states. A candidate must be able to observe a patient accurately at a distance and close at hand. 

Candidates must be able to observe and interpret presented information including but not limited to, 

monitoring of drug responses and reading EKGs, drug blood levels, and other laboratory results. 

Observation requires the use of all five senses. 



dilution or reconstitution. Problem solving, the critical skill demanded of pharmacists, requires all of these 

intellectual abilities. The candidate must have effective and efficient learning techniques and habits that 

allow mastery of a rigorous and intense didactic and experiential curriculum. In addition, candidates should 

be able to comprehend three-dimensional relationships and to understand the spatial relationships of 

structures. The ability to incorporate new information from peers or teachers, and to locate and evaluate 

new information from the literature to be used appropriately in formulating assessments and pharmaceutical 

care plans is essential, as is good judgment in patient assessment and therapeutic planning for disease 

management. A candidate must be fully alert and attentive at all times in clinical settings.  

5. Behavior and Social Attitudes: Candidates must possess the emotional health required for full use of 

their intellectual abilities, the exercise of good judgment, the prompt completion of all responsibilities 


